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People have a right to asylum

The right to asylum is defined in the 1951 
Geneva Convention on the Status of Refugees 

and its 1967 Protocol relating to the Recognition 
of Refugees.

The 1951 Convention was never intended to 
address migration issues. Its sole aim was, and 

is, to protect refugees. 



Refugees: A challenge to Solidarity
Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants 

and Itinerant People 1992

Calls for asylum systems to take account of the 
needs of people who fall outside the strict 

definition of ‘refugee’ under the 1951 Convention 
but whose circumstances are such that they are 

de facto refugees. The Pontifical Council 
mentioned specifically those who are the victims 

of armed conflict, natural disasters, and ‘economic 
conditions that threaten [people’s] lives and 

physical safety’.(n. 4). 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/corunum/docum

ents/rc_pc_corunum_doc_25061992_refugees_en.html

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/corunum/documents/rc_pc_corunum_doc_25061992_refugees_en.html


On foot fleeing Syria



Migration due to Climate Change

Tuvalu (population 11,000) 
and Kiribati (107,000) are 
low-lying archipelago 
nations in the Pacific acutely 
vulnerable to climate 
change, in particular to 
rising sea levels that have 
already begun inundating 
land and homes across the 
islands.



Legal categories are deemed necessary to 
distinguish between peoples experiences as 

refugees and judge their claims to entry into a 
country but in reality many refugees fit into 

many categories. 

They are not all the same.



European Context 

Lebanon has taken in 1.3m Syrian refugees, while  
the whole of Europe struggles to take in 1m.

700,000 refugees and migrants estimated to  
have arrived in Europe by sea in 2016.

More than 3,000 recorded deaths en route.



Those rescued

In 2016, NGOs rescued more than 46,000 
people in the central Mediterranean, 

representing over 26 per cent of all rescue 
operations.

The Navy from the Irish Republic has 
participated in rescue operations but we do 

not take those we rescue to our shores.



2017

UN Migration Agency reports that 49,310 
migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea 
in 2017 through 7 May, with the vast majority 
arriving in Italy and the rest in Greece, Cyprus 
and Spain. This compares with 187,569 
arrivals through 7 May 2016.

More than 1,150 people have either 
disappeared or lost their lives while trying to 
reach Europe since the beginning of the year.



Route

The most frequently used route is the Central 
Mediterranean route from North Africa to 

Italy. It is also the most treacherous .

Libya is experiencing a breakdown in the rule 
of law. 

EU agreed to a deal with Libya to block 
refugees fleeing from Africa and the Middle 

East.

Last weekend, 75 people have lost their lives.



June 23rd 2016 4,500 people were rescued trying to reach Europe
(1,100 approx on each  boat )

(MSF)



Pope Francis

‘We have a duty toward our brothers 
and sisters who, for various reasons, 

have been forced to leave their 
homeland: a duty of justice, of civility 

and of solidarity.’ 



We too were those people…..

Coffin Ships

 Between 1845 and 1855, 
1.5 million people left for 
good.

 In 1846 100,000 left. It 
peaked in 1847, when 
250,000 left. 

 Over the next 5 years it 
averaged 200,000 per year. 

http://www.wesleyjohnston.com/users/ireland/past/famine/emigra
tion.html



Refugees from NI to the Republic 
1970s

In 1969 refugees began moving over the border 
but by the second week of August 1971, they 
began to arrive in “unprecedented numbers” 
and the capacity of army refugee centres at 
Gormanston, Finner, Kilworth, Coolmoney, 

Kildare, Kilkenny, Waterford, and Tralee were 
soon greatly exceeded.

Source: 1984 State Papers.



Changing Ireland

Ireland is experiencing a 

Shift from a country of Emigration to both 
Emigration and Immigration

Shift from “homogeneity” to diversity.

Peace process. 

Northern Ireland Assembly.

Unprecedented Housing Crisis.



People seeking Asylum in NI

600 people seeking asylum in NI and living in 
officially supported accommodation (Law 
Centre).

Allowance for a person seeking asylum is 
£36.95, plus accommodation.

See Embrace NI.



NI Response to Refugees

 The Syrian refugees who come to Northern Ireland are resettled under the 
UK Government’s Vulnerable Persons Relocation (VPR) scheme.

 This scheme resettles refugees currently living in camps in the countries 
bordering Syria. It does not involve the relocation of refugees who have 
arrived in other EU countries.

 The Northern Ireland Executive offered to receive a group of between 50 
and 100 refugees by the end of December 2015 and further groups on a 
phased basis from early 2016.

 Home Office rarely issues local figures .



Republic of Ireland’s Response to 
Refugee Crisis

The Government set up the Irish 
Refugee Protection Programme

(IRPP) on 10 September 2015 as a 
direct response to the 

humanitarian crisis. 



The Irish Government Pledged to take 
4,000.

The following mechanisms were used:
Resettlement Strand: 1,040 people focused on 

resettling UNHCR refugees from Lebanon, and 
Jordan.

Relocation Strand: 2,622 asylum seekers through 
the EU relocation mechanism established by two 
EU Council Decisions in 2015 to be relocated from 
Greece and Italy.

Other mechanisms: acceptance of 
unaccompanied minors previously resident in the 
unofficial camp in Calais.



Other initiatives 

 The Government established a cross-departmental and 
inter-agency Taskforce chaired by the Department of 
Justice and Equality. It includes members from UNHCR 
and the Irish Red Cross;

 Engaged the Irish Red Cross to coordinator the public 
pledges of support. 

 Established a network of Emergency Reception and 
Orientation Centers for the initial reception of those 
arriving under the relocation programme:
Monasterevin, Co. Kildare, Clonea Strand, Co. 
Waterford and Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon. 



Introduced a new International Protection Act:

Single procedure.

Problems with family reunification: It is 
restrictive



Direct Provision

 4,500 in Direct Provision accommodation, one third of 
them are children. 

 13% of these have been living in these centers for over 
five years and 60% for two years or less.

 1 Reception Centre (located in Dublin),
 32 Direct Provision Accommodation Centres (3 of 

which are State-owned)
 2 Self-catering Accommodation Centres (located in 

Dublin and Louth)
 500-600 people have their papers but have no place to 

go.



A Person in Direct Provision

Is entitled to:

€ 19.10 per week per adult and €9.60 per child 

Full board in a Direct Provision Hostel (Reception 
and Integration Agency)

Children can attend full-time education at 
Primary/Secondary level

Medical card

Work voluntarily



Is not allowed to:

Work

Adult are not allowed to attend full-time 
education

Receive child benefit or any other social 
welfare payments

Choose the Direct Provision Hostel they would 
like to live in



The hidden side of Direct Provision

This is a profit making enterprise run by 
private companies and individuals.

Barlow Properties in Cork has received €40 
million from the State for running 5 centres.

East Coast Catering 90 million since 2000.

Aramark, one of the food providers, €16 
million up to 2010 by the State, Aramark 
bought Avoca for over €60 million.



We need to remember
http://irishpost.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/no-blacks-no-irish-no-dogs-840-450.jpg



Challenges for refugees

Refugees are persons with agency, resilience and 
courage but face many obstacles: 

The Application Process: Communication, lack 
of support, poor quality of advice.

Fear of detention and removal.
Language barrier
Culture shock and isolation.



challenges

Enforced Idleness
Poverty
Destitution
Negative attitudes

Health, Stress and Depression.

Transition as a Refugee: getting status means 
having to leave accommodation and whatever 
supports may have been in place.

Integration.



Challenges

Promote safe and legal migration channels.

International Protection Act, 2015

Humanitarian visas

Comprehensive integration strategy.



There is an urgent need to address the root 
causes which lead people to move, as well as to 
offer credible alternatives to these dangerous 
crossings for people in need of international 

protection, including accessible and safe ways to 
reach Europe such as family reunification, 
relocation and resettlement." – UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi.



AMRI Response

Survey

Property

Personnel

Funding

Irish Migrant and Refugee Coalition

Interfaith Forum

Research and advocacy



Globalisation of indifference?



Pope Francis

“The globalization of indifference makes us all 
’unnamed’, leaders without names and without 

faces.”
But he suggests in Laudato Si that “Our goal is 
not to amass information or to satisfy curiosity, 

but rather to become painfully aware, to dare to 
turn what is happening to the world into our 
own personal suffering and thus to discover 

what each of us can do about it.”



Questions for reflection

What is you response to this reality?

As Christians are our borders porous and 
humane?

What does it mean to love God and love 
your neighbour in this context?



Golden Rule of Christianity  

Love God and Love my neighbor.

Who is my neighbour?

Let us look at the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.



Luke 10:25-37 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan

5 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, 
and you will live.”
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 
him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having 
poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,[b] gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 
whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed 
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10:25-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25381a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10:25-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25391b


Context: Samaritans
Samaritans: descendants of the chosen people in 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel.
They accepted the Torah as sacred scripture: the 

law of God as revealed to Moses and recorded in 
the first five books of the Hebrew scriptures (the 
Pentateuch).

They regarded Mount Gerazim as the true holy 
place of God.

“Samaritans “the foolish people living at 
Shechem” that “are not even a people” (Sir 
50:25-26).



Jews

Jews: descendants of foreigners who were 
resettled in the Northern Kingdom (722 BCE 
2Kgs 17:24-41).

They accepted the Torah and the Prophets and 
their writings as sacred scripture.

They insisted that the Temple in Jerusalem 
was the true and holy place of God.

Historical conflicts: Josiah destruction of the 
Samaritan place of worship (2Kgs 23:19-20).



Crucial points from the text

 The question is not only who is my neighbour but who 
am I neighbour to!

 Everyone deserves love: love your neighbour as 
yourself.

 “We love because God loved us first” (1 John 4:19).
 “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear” (1 John 4:18).
 Compassion moved the person to action….he “sees” 

the stranger and goes to him…
 Encounter enables one to act differently
 Serves as a warning against prejudice



Crucial points

The issue for Jesus is not the “who” but the 
“what”, not the identity but the action.

 Compassion is felt in the gut; Mercy need to 
be enacted in the body.

The divine is manifested only through our 
actions.

The parable enables us to expand our 
thinking….

Go and do likewise!



Migration Principles: Churches Working with Migrants and 
Engaging with Migration Issues 

 All people are created equal in dignity, made in the 
image of God.   

We do not attribute absolute value to the rights and 
privileges of nationality and citizenship.   

 Christians affirm that people moving from one part of 
the world to another contribute their gifts and valuable 
qualities such as courage and perseverance to the 
country where they come to live. 

 It is in the interest of wider society to reunite members 
of divided families wherever possible. 



Christian understanding, migrants are people 
whose human dignity needs to be placed at the 
heart of all considerations of policy and practice 
which affects their lives. 

Migration challenges our Churches to more 
faithful living as we seek to uphold the rights of 
migrants in relation to the governmental and 
other official bodies whose policies play such a 
key role in the lives of migrants and the societies 
in which they settle. 



Call to conversion

Pope Francis calls us to conversion:  
to change the way we see and act 

in the world. 
Are we open to seeing the and 
acting differently in our world 

today?



Jean-Pierre Ruiz
We are called to imagine into being a world of 
solidarity in justice.  In that world, barriers of 
brick and barbed wire no longer keep people 

apart; the walls of xenophobic words that make 
people strangers to each other come crumbling 
down, and the difference between us lead not 

to intolerance and distrust but to graced growth 
in shared understanding that makes for 

authentic human flourishing.



The Future is in Our Hands

Created by Syrian youth and artist Joel Bergner in Syrian Refugee camp.



All of us are



Illegal?


